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Senator Phil Bartlett, Gorham
Forrest Bell, Gorham (Vice President and Secretary)
Joanne Chessey, Sebago (Treasurer)
Richard Curtis, Gorham (President)
Marylee Dodge, Gorham
Harold Parks, Gorham
Will Plumley, Windham
Michael Shutts, Westbrook
Robert Alan Wake, Windham

Overview

Founded in 1986, by a group of concerned town citizens to
promote the preservation of the town’s natural resources
for the benefit of the general public, the Presumpscot
Regional Land Trust (formerly Gorham-Sebago Lake
Regional Land Trust) is one of the oldest land trusts in
Maine.

The PRLT’s growing legacy, thanks to a cooperative and
collaborative relationship with landowners, town officials
and developers, currently includes 15 properties in five
area towns (Gorham, Standish, Gray, Sebago,
Windham)—more than 500 acres that are forever
protected as valuable open space, wildlife habitats, and
recreational trails—protected through conservation
easements, outright gifts, bequests and land purchases.

The mission of PRLT is to conserve and protect natural
lands and historic landscapes for posterity in the
Presumpscot River watershed and western shore area of
Sebago Lake, using easements or ownership, as
appropriate, and stewardship to preserve wild habitat,
agricultural lands, undeveloped places, public access, and
recreation.

PRLT is on the urban frontier. Rapid development and
increasing population in our area is putting increased
pressure on a greater number of properties. Thanks to
your support, PRLT continues to be a leader in land
conservation efforts along the Presumpscot River by
collaborating with landowners, town officials, developers
and other land trusts to protect and care for our most
precious resources.

Thank you again to our members for helping to make
land conservation possible in Maine!

Did you know? The first settlers of Gorham, traveled by way

of the Little River, one of the tributaries of the Presumpscaot,
putting ashore where it crosses Route 114.

Thank You to All of Our Members-

For Voting On Our New Name!

On Wednesday, June 6”‘, the GSLRT Board and members
voted to approve a new name change in order to better reflect
our current properties and goals. We are pleased to announce,
thanks to a proxy vote by 90% of our members participating,
our new name - the Presumpscot Regional Land Trust
Thank you for all of your support in this exciting evolution of
your local land trust. And what a great way to celebrate our
20" year!

“The Presumpscot region is currently undergoing
rapid loss of farmland, open space, wildlife habitat, and
outdoor recreation opportunities as a result of an increased
pace of development and urbanization. The Presumpscot
Regional Land Trust is taking action by conserving select
properties for posterity.  Please join us to help assure that
generations to come will be able to enjoy the same land, water
and environment that we are so fortunate to have inherited.” --

-Richard Curtis, President, Presumpscot Regional Land Trust

Did you know?

Presumpscot is an Abenaki word for “River of Falling
Waters” or “Rough Waters.” During the pre-industrial period
of the Presumpscot River, there were over 16 waterfalls.




Request for Properties

The Presumpscot Regional Land Trust properties are tangible
reminders of how we, thanks to your help, have conserved and
protected many of our area’s natural resources for the
enjoyment of local citizens. Working with landowners, town
officials and developers, the PRLT continues to build on this
legacy of land conservation and preservation. We are always
looking for new properties to protect. If anyone has property
that needs to be protected, or knows someone who does,
please contact Richard Curtis at (207) 892-8605 or
prlandtrust@yahoo.com.

Federal tax law allows people who donate land, or
conservation easements on land, to a qualified 501 (c) (3)
Land Trust to receive a deduction on their federal income tax.
This provision will expire at the end of 2007 unless it is
renewed by Congress. If anyone is considering making such a
donation, the window of time to qualify for this deduction may
be running out soon, so act now!

We Need Your Help!

The Presumpscot Regional Land Trust (PRLT) is a non-profit
organization that can only function through the support and
contributions of our members and community. In 2007, our
fundraising priority is to hire an Executive Director to lead and
oversee, in collaboration with our active Board, all aspects of
the PRLT land conservation efforts.

We have an outstanding grant application with the Maine
Coast Protection Initiative (MCPI) to fund a consultant to help
us move towards this exciting direction. But we need your
help!! This grant will require a 25% cash match to fund this
project- a total of $1,800, that we need to raise from our
members. So, please consider a gift today. We welcome and
encourage your support.

As a 501 (c) (3) non-profit, all contributions to PRLT are tax
deductible.

A Sampling of Some of Our Properties

The Presumpscot Regional Land Trust  properties offer a
variety of recreational opportunities. This summer, we hope
you'll get out and enjoy one of the resources you helped to
protect. Here are a few examples of some of our public
access properties . We hope to have maps of some of these
properties on our website soon!

Chessey (Sebago)- The 100-acre Chessey property is of
varied habitat and located in the Town of Sebago and is
protected by conservation easement. This property offers an
abundance of hiking and skiing opportunities.

Cummings (Gorham)- The 20-acre Cummings property
includes a lovely site with a trail that has been cleared just
below the Dundee Dam, on the Presumpscot River. The
Cummings Property is public access- by boat.

Gambo (Gorham)- Located along the Presumpscot River, just
below the Gambo Road Dam, the Gambo property includes 5
acres that are open to the public. In 2005, the PRLT restored
sections of the property and has developed a ¥ mile walking
path at the site of the Gorham Gunpowder Mills along the
Presumpscot River just below the Gambo Road Dam.
Renovations of some of the powder mill foundations and a

section of the Cumberland and Oxford Canal towpath were
also undertaken during the summer of 1990.

Hawkes-Towpath (Gorham) - The 41-acre Hawkes-
Towpath property, in the Little Falls area of Gorham,
consists of 2,000 feet of prime frontage on the Presumpscot
River, near the remains of the Cumberland and Oxford
Canal. As owner of the property, the PRLT allows public
access to the site, maintains trails, and provides canoe and
rowboat access points to the river.

Little River/Rivers Crossing (Gorham)-  The 28-acre Little
River and Rivers Crossing Property consists of a 28-acre
wooded wildlife area along the Little River, between the
Harding Road Iron Bridge and the Route 202 Bridge. The
Land Trust holds a conservation easement of woodland
bordering the river, protecting its scenic value and wildlife
habitat, giving opportunity for neighbors to enjoy nature’s
beauty. The property includes about two miles of trails along
the river.

Saint Pierre or St. Pierre Property (Gorham) -  The St.
Pierre Property, owned by the PRLT, is a 3.1-acre parcel off
of Route 237 that provides canoe and water access to the
Little River and Presumpscot River.

How to Get Involved

Come visit our booth on July 28 at Gorham Days!

Interested in being part of our Stewardship Committee? The
PRLT Stewardship Committee acts regularly on stewardship
initiatives of its existing properties, including repair and trail
work. Attend an upcoming Stewardship meeting to learn
more- next meeting scheduled for September, or contact our
Stewardship Director, Mike Shutts at (207) 854-5269 or
meashutt@gwi.net.

Come learn more about PRLT by attending our July 11"
Board meeting at the McClellan House at 77 South Street,
Gorham, 7:00-9:00 pm.

Coming soon!!! 2007 PRLT Annual Meeting, to be held in
November- TBA

We are seeking help to create new signs for the PRLT home
office, a new banner and an outreach display board? Can
you help? If so, contact Richard Curtis at (207) 892-8605 or
prlandtrust@yahoo.com. Thank you!

New Staff!!



PRLT has a new part-time Development Coordinator. Tania
Neuschafer was hired in April to oversee our development and
marketing efforts. Welcome and thank you Tania!



